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Writing training standards file – Stephanie
Assessing pupils’ progress
Collection of Stephanie’s work:

Recount of a family holiday

Persuasive letter

Newspaper report

Letter of complaint

Opening paragraph of a story
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Recount of a family holiday

Children were asked to write about a family holiday. During paired discussion, they 
were asked to talk about events from their holiday in a sequential order and to talk 
about their favourite parts of the holiday, explaining what they had enjoyed most and 
why.
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Persuasive letter

Children wrote a formal letter to their headteacher to persuade her to ban school 
uniform. They were reminded to include reasons why uniform should be banned and to 
focus on persuasive language. Sentence openers were given to scaffold and to help 
organise the structure of the writing.
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Newspaper report

Children wrote a newspaper report based around something being found. Stephanie 
chose to write about a famous pop star finding some money in a local youth club. A 
writing frame was provided to scaffold the layout and organisation of the text.
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Letter of complaint

Following completion of the class novel, The Twits by Roald Dahl, and literacy work 
based on the novel, the children were asked to write a letter of complaint in role as Mr 
Twit. Stephanie decided to write a complaint about the noise and disturbance caused 
by monkeys banging on the wall. Stephanie was given a very basic writing frame: ‘Dear 
Mr Pet’ and ‘Yours sincerely’.
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Opening paragraph of a story

After watching a short animation film, The Little Red Ship, children were asked to write 
an opening paragraph to a story that included the character of the Little Red Ship. They 
were asked to use their senses to describe the setting. The work was done on the 
computer in order to link with images from the film.


