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Farida – secure level 5
Planning a piece of biographical writing

Too much TV causing weighty children – discursive article/report

How the ear works – explanatory/informative writing

Magazine article – discursive response to Macbeth

Ghost story – narrative writing

‘The Dancing Flame’ – poem
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Planning a piece of biographical writing

The class had been studying author biographies and analysing features they had in 
common, for example early years, adult life and so on. The children then drew on these 
features as the focus for exploring paragraphs to support later writing. Although the 
work is a draft, it shows a range of organisational skills.
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Assessment summary

This draft plan sets out the content and shape of material that will be developed into a 
biographical piece about the writer Jacqueline Wilson. The bullet point/note form 
means that assessment of sentence structure and punctuation (AF5 and AF6) is less 
appropriate. On the other hand, it is possible to assess features of the response that 
address whole text areas, that is, the range of ideas (AF1) and their appropriateness to 
purpose and audience (AF2) and the way these will be grouped (AF4) and structured 
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(AF3). Some of the criteria for all these AFs are fulfilled, mainly at level 4, with some 
evidence of level 5 also. It is clear from these notes that a range of appropriate 
vocabulary (‘explaining’, ‘suggestion’, ‘behaviour’, ‘dinosaur’) is likely to be used (AF7) 
and most words, including some complex and irregular words, are spelt correctly (AF8).

This response shows that Farida has been able to fulfil the criteria for level 4 in AFs 1 
and 2, with some indication that she is beginning to fulfil the criteria for AF1 at level 5. 
The criteria for AF3 and AF4 are also met, but this is with some support. The response 
also includes a range of relevant vocabulary which is evidence for AF7, but since many 
words will have been taken from the source books she used, this is only partial 
evidence for level 5.
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Too much TV causing weighty children – discursive 
article/report

This piece of writing was linked to work in science on keeping healthy. The class had 
read a newspaper article which argued that children watch too much television. Some 
of the information from the article has been used in this argument text.

Assessment summary

In this response, Farida uses direct address to the reader to engage attention and 
establish a clear viewpoint (AF1), although the piece does not sustain the same level of 
awareness of the reader (AF2). Relevant ideas are developed with some detail and 
appropriately shaped for the chosen form (AF1). Material is organised into paragraphs 
(AF3) which are logically ordered, although the direction of the writing is not always 
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clearly signalled. Within paragraphs, cohesion is supported by straightforward links 
between sentences, mainly subject repetition and some use of pronouns (AF4). Farida 
uses a range of sentence structures (AF5), contributing to effect and emphasis, and 
her sentence demarcation is consistently accurate, with some use of commas to mark 
clauses (AF6). The range of vocabulary is varied and sometimes ambitious (AF7), 
although the spelling of some content words is phonetically plausible rather than 
accurate (AF8).

In this piece, there is evidence that Farida has fulfilled the criteria for most AFs at level 
5, with AF2 and AF3 being slightly less secure. A strength of the piece is the sense of 
an individual voice (AF1) conveyed in phrases such as ‘munching while watching TV’; 
‘watch the flickering images in front of their eyes’; ‘You’d better check what they’re 
doing right now’ which suggests that Farida is developing independence in developing 
an appropriate style for a particular text type.
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How the ear works – explanatory/informative writing

This explanation text was related to work on sound and the human body which the class had 

been studying in science.
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Assessment summary

Farida has competently organised this response, clustering ideas into paragraphs 
(AF3) and using these to manage content (AF4). There is an awareness that the main 
purpose of the writing is to inform (AF2) and relevant information is presented to the 
reader with some appropriate detail (AF1). The length and structure of sentences 
varies, with some expansion through the use of subordinating connectives to establish 
links in the explanations (AF5). The demarcation of sentences is secure and there is 
some accurate use of the comma to mark clauses (AF6). Some technical terminology 
(‘muscles’, ‘vibration’, ‘sound loss’, ‘sound conduction’) is used accurately (AF7) and 
the spelling is generally correct (AF8).

For all the AFs, Farida shows that she can fulfil the criteria at level 4 securely, and 
there is evidence of the level 5 criteria being addressed in places, especially AFs 5, 4 
and 7.



The National Strategies | Primary | Primary Framework for literacy and mathematics

Writing standards file – Farida

QCA © Crown copyright 2008

Magazine article – discursive response to Macbeth

For this piece of writing the children were asked to write a report in journalistic style. 
The report is based on their study of Macbeth.

Assessment summary

This is a confidently organised response (AF3) in which Farida selects and develops 
relevant subject matter with some elaboration and effective integration of individual 
children’s comments (AF1). Features and format of an article are immediately 
established (AF2) through contextualisation of the report and references to the 
classroom situation. Material is organised into paragraphs (AF3) that provide a 
structure for subject matter, with cohesion supported by a range of devices (AF4). 
Sentence structure is varied for effect and emphasis (AF5), and sentence demarcation 
is consistently accurate with some use of other punctuation, including speech 
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punctuation and commas to mark clauses (AF6). A reasonably wide range of 
vocabulary is used, with some words chosen for deliberate effect (AF7) and there are 
virtually no spelling mistakes (AF8).

In this piece, Farida has managed to use quite complex material, the study of a 
Shakespeare play, and craft an entertaining article with a clear and individual 
viewpoint. Overall this article provides evidence that the level 5 criteria for all the AFs 
are being met securely.



The National Strategies | Primary | Primary Framework for literacy and mathematics

Writing standards file – Farida

QCA © Crown copyright 2008

Ghost story – narrative writing

Uninvited Ghost by Penelope Lively was read aloud to the class. The children liked the 
fact that the ghosts were more irritating than frightening and the story was used as a 
starting point for the children’s own ghost stories. Support was given with planning but 
then each child developed his or her own story independently.
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Assessment summary

In this ghost story, Farida has successfully managed a narrative form to create a 
complete piece (AF2). An individual voice is deployed to convey viewpoint (AF1) and 
both Gothic details and humorous asides (AF2) contribute to the success of the writing.

Farida uses paragraphs to support the structure of the narrative (AF4) and although the 
overall text structure falters slightly towards the end, this is mostly secure. Cohesion is 
created through the use of connectives and dialogue (AF3), and a range of sentence 
structures, including those in dialogue, add interest and variety to the writing (AF5). A 
wide range of punctuation is used, including speech marks, apostrophes, brackets and 
ellipses, to create clarity and sometimes for effect (AF6). There are some effective 
vocabulary choices (‘murky’, ‘rasped’) (AF7) which add to the impact of the narrative.

Although children were given a starting point for their narratives, and some support with 
planning, there is evidence that Farida has been able to develop her own story with an 
individual voice, demonstrating that the criteria for level 5 are securely fulfilled across 
the AFs, with the possible exception of AF4.
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'The Dancing Flame' - poem

This poem was produced at the end of a poetry unit of work. Exploration of poems 
using personification through reading and speaking and listening activities led to guided 
and supported writing about trees in the school grounds.

The following week children observed a candle burning, and discussed personification 
possibilities. Independently, Farida produced her own word bank of ideas. This is the 
final draft of Farida’s poem.

Assessment summary

In this short narrative poem, Farida imaginatively reinterprets a candle flame flickering 
as a dance between a man and a woman (AF1). Relevant parallels drawn between a 
dancer and her partner, and a candle flame and wick, are thoughtfully shaped. The 
poem is well structured overall (AF3), with each verse dealing with a different ‘episode’ 
(AF4).

The personification of the candle flame and the wick is enhanced by carefully selected 
word choices: for example, ‘Flaming hair’ links her hair colour to the candle. There are 
also examples of powerful language such as ‘exhausted and bent’ which as well as 
describing how the man/wick appear, also describes their feelings (AF7).
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There is a clear purpose to the poem and the writing style (AF2) is appropriate and 
consistently maintained, keeping the reader’s interest throughout.

Variation in sentence and word order (AF5) gives particular emphases while 
punctuation (AF6), including the use of commas to mark clauses and clarify ideas, is 
accurate throughout the text.

In this piece Farida is fulfilling the criteria securely at level 5 across the AFs.
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Overall assessment summary for Farida

In this collection, Farida shows evidence of progression between the earlier and the 
later pieces. In ‘Planning a piece of biographical writing’ and ‘Too much TV causing 
weighty children’, the criteria for level 4 are securely fulfilled with some evidence of 
level 5, particularly in AF1 and AF2. ‘How the ear works’ is largely dependent on given 
content but is clearly and effectively written for the purpose of explanation.

In the article, story and poem, there is a sense in which Farida is beginning to emerge 
as an independent writer, capable of moving beyond the given structures and 
developing an individual voice. Although there are some limitations to the range of 
evidence, Farida demonstrates that she can manipulate a number of different forms 
effectively, in a way that is appropriate to reader and purpose (AF2). Ideas are 
developed and a distinctive viewpoint is apparent (AF2). She uses paragraphs to 
structure her writing and is able to manage whole texts, with endings being 
appropriately linked to the opening (AF3).

Within paragraphs a range of cohesive devices is used appropriate to the particular text 
type (AF4). Sentence structures are varied (AF5), with a range of punctuation used 
accurately and effectively across the evidence.

The ability to create and sustain an individual voice (AF1), supported by a wide 
vocabulary (AF7), is a particular strength, and further progression might involve 
evidence that Farida can demonstrate this strength across a wider range of text types 
in different curriculum areas.

Overall her writing was judged to be secure level 5.
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