
Impersonal 

language 

For example 
The stick was 
placed in… 

This is known 
as…

Explanation: 
Explains how or why 

something happens, 

gives cause and 

effect and is often in 

time order 

Next…later 

Causal 

connectives 

Time 

connectives 

Title  Introduction

This should explain 

what you are 

writing about –use 

How or Why to get 

interest 

Sequence 

the text 

Simple 

present tense 
At this time… 

At present… 

Currently… 

At the 

moment… 

Use Explanation for… 

• Science text 

books 

• Writing up a 

science 

experiment  

• Question and 

answer articles 

and leaflets 

• Parts of non-

fiction books e.g. 

geography 

• Encyclopaedia 

entries 

• Technical manual 

e.g. for a washing 

machine

Introduce the 

subject of the 

text to the 
reader 

This happens…leading to 

this… leading to this… 

leading to this….and this 

because…if…then… the 

reason that…   when…. So….  

this results in …. This 

causes…. therefore… 

Formal 

connectives 

furthermore… 

however…. 

therefore…. 

consequently 

Layout 

Will it be as 

text or a 

cycle? What 

about 

diagrams? 
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Explanation: 
Explains how or why 

something happens, 

gives cause and effect 

and is often in time 

order 
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Use Explanation for… 
•  Science text books 

•  Writing up a science experiment  

•  Question and answer articles and    

   leaflet 

•  Parts of non-fiction books e.g.  

  geography 

•  Encyclopaedia entries 

• Technical manual e.g. for a washing  

    machine 
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reader 
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This happens…leading 

to this …leading to 

this…leading to this… 

and this 
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For example 

The stick was placed 
in … 

This is known as… 
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furthermore … 

however … 

therefore … 

consequently  
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because…if…then.. 

the reason that … 

when… So… this 

results in …This 

causes …therefore.. 
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At this time … 

At present … 

Currently … 

At the moment … 
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